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which is used green for cooking, and ripe for the hens; and amongst it grow a quantity of peanuts. I wonder if you know what these are like? The pea-plant creeps along the ground, and small yellow flowers come out along its shoots or stalks. These gradually turn down into the earth and develop into nuts; so that when they are ripe you pull up a stalk from the surface of the earth, and find a lot of the odd little nuts hanging from it.
February 22.
I RODE down to church last night.     From Mr. C-----I heard very good news about
Samoan affairs ; it seems that a reconciliation is really to take place between Malietoa and Mataafa. The king has promised to receive Mataafa and to give him a place near himself; and what do you think that place, or position, is to be ? He cannot, it seems, receive him as a son, because then he could take the king's name and have a right to the succession ; so here comes in Samoan diplomacy, and he is to be received as a ... daughter!! The grey-heacled elderly man is to be accepted as a 'pure virgin/ and after being so accepted, he cannot marry without the consent of his (new) family. We are very much amused at the arrangement, but so long as peace is secured, I don't suppose the fiction will do any one any harm.